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New Documentary Focuses on
New World
Journey of Faith: The
New World premiered
to large audiences at
BYU Education Week
in a sneak preview.
S. Kent Brown, director of the newly formed
Laura F. Willes Center
for Book of Mormon
Studies and one of the
lead historical consultants on the documentary, and Peter N.
Johnson, director, hosted the premier. A number of
people returned for a second viewing because of the
sweep of information in the film. “Packing a long
history into 80 or 90 minutes of film presented a
huge challenge to the filmmakers,” Johnson said.
The new film enjoys the sponsorship of the Neal A.
Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship and the
Willes Center.
This film is a sequel to the successful Journey
of Faith, a documentary about Lehi’s travels
through ancient Arabia, beginning with his life
in Jerusalem and following him and his family as
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The Utah Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters
held its annual awards banquet on Friday, October
12, at Weber State University. The academy awarded
Daniel C. Peterson, professor of Islamic Studies and
Arabic at Brigham Young University and director
of the Maxwell Institute’s Middle Eastern Texts
Initiative (METI), the highest award of the evening,
naming him a Utah Academy Fellow and lifetime
member of the organization.
Of this honor, Peterson observes, “The award
was manifestly inspired by the Middle Eastern Texts
Initiative or, I suspect, even more precisely by the
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they make their first camp and travel in the wilderness, mourn the death of Ishmael at Nahom,
and build a ship in the land Bountiful to carry
them to the Promised Land.
Journey of Faith: The New World continues the
story of the descendants of Lehi and Sariah in the
New World. Insights from 32 top scholars, archaeologists, and educators breathe life into the Book
of Mormon’s thousand-year span, aiding understanding of this sacred text. Drawing on Mormon’s
description of the land, religious history, culture,
and traditions, the film creates a fascinating visual
and descriptive mosaic. Stunningly beautiful images
filmed on location in Guatemala and southern
Mexico, combined with the artwork of Joseph
Brickey, illuminate the rich history of the Book of
Mormon.
The DVD also includes translations of the film
into Spanish and Portuguese, a 22-minute segment on the making of the documentary entitled
“Creating the New World,” and several short features
on important topics specific to the Book of Mormon,
such as DNA, the law of Moses, chiasmus, language,
metallurgy, and Mesoamerican flora and fauna.
Journey of Faith: The New World is now available for purchase. To order, visit the Maxwell
Institute Web site (maxwellinstitute.byu.edu). !

Islamic Translation Series. It is certainly a tribute to
the work of METI and Dr. Morgan Davis, managing
editor of the Islamic Translation Series.” The ITS,
a branch of METI, promotes the study of Islamic
philosophy, theology, and mysticism by translating these works and making them widely available.
Six volumes are published to date and more are in
progress.
The Utah Academy of Sciences, Arts, and
Letters, which was founded in 1908, promotes new,
meaningful scholarship in the sciences, arts and
letters, business, education, engineering, physical
education, and other areas.
The Maxwell Institute congratulates Dr.
Peterson on this honor. !
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